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North Vietnamose Imports
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During tho firat uiz nonthn of 1967 the total volume of

North Vietnanese imports reached 1 085 thousand metric tons.ﬁ '
- — Seaborne 1mports accountod for 80 percent of the total; rail
' shipments, 20 percont. Only a negligible volume of Nbrth-uxx
~ Vietnamese imports moves by road and inland waterways. It 1. fji A
'  estimated that total imports for 1967 wiil be 2,050 thousand -

metric tons, a one-third increase over 1868, Estimatos of . -
North Vietnamese imports tor rccent-yaars nrq ﬂiven bo;ov. ”:Wiff-T.
. in thousand metric tons: | R |

January- ffz ., - January-

| 5:1965‘_-I;_1966 . June 1967 December 19678/
. Tetal 1,170, 1,800 1,085 .- 2,080
© . " Rail . - ggo 20 210" 10 490 \

Seaborne 850 1,080 - 845 . 1,850

Coanr Projected O
North v1etnau 8 continued sharp riso 1n imports in the ”,; § N

| zirst half of 1967 has been uccountcd for by seaborne ship- |
= éf . ments. The rise in seaborne shipmenta has resulted from an {}'1 
o extrenely large increase in imports of bulk toodsturts and i
"significant increasos in miscellaneoun cargoes: and petrolenn N
Lo The projected rise in total imports for 1967 1s based on =
s the continued support of the North Vietnamese wnr effort by “n
the other cqnmunist conntrion. seaborno nhipuont- are. oxpectod _
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to increase further because of the continuing need for the addi-
tional foodstuffs. It 1s also expected that imports of mis-

cellaneous cargoes--equipment for transportation, .comstruction,

power, communiéations, and maintenance prograns--vill continue ;f’ 

to rise.

The projected decline in rail shipments for 1967 results

of the Thai Nguyen Iron and Steel Complex. Assuming, as 18 o

from the cessation of coal shipments from China after the bombing

probable, that this plant does not quume operation this.yené;f',-

the total of 65,000 tons already delivered will be the totai o
of cogl imports for the year, a drop of 100,000 tons from | _
1966. A resumption of operations’ nt Thai Nguyen would roquiro
imports of about 15,000 tons of coal per month. The other ...
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major categories of rail shipments--nalitary ‘“@'0c0n0n1¢~:“’
~ goods--are expected to increase slightly., o
N ..“‘\'
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